
490 Mendocino Ave. #206, Santa Rosa, CA | 707.565.5373 | scta.ca.gov | rcpa.ca.gov 

Climate Action Advisory Committee 
REVISED MEETING AGENDA 

October 5, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. 

Sonoma Clean Power Conference Room 
 50 Santa Rosa Avenue, Fifth Floor 

Santa Rosa, California   95404 
ITEM 

1. Introductions

2. Public Comment

3. Administrative – Approval of July 13th, 2018 meeting notes*

4. Report-out from attendees (1 minute each)

5. Spotlight on RCPA Programs

5.1. Overview of RCPA Programs

5.2. Community Engagement

5.2.1. Evaluating Community Climate Challenge platform: https://mycity.communityclimate.org/ 

6. RCPA Update*

6.1. Update on Drive EV program

6.2. Update on e-bike incentive program*

6.3. Update on Water Bill Savings position

6.4.    RCPA Activities Report*
7. Announcements

8. Adjourn

*Materials attached.
**Materials to be handed out.

The next SCTA/RCPA meeting will be held October 5, 2018 
The next CAAC meeting will be held in January 4, 2019 

Copies of the full Agenda Packet are available at www.rcpa.ca.gov 

DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format or that requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while 
attending this meeting, please contact RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements for accommodation. 

SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Climate Action Advisory Committee after distribution of the 

agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Regional Climate Protection Authority office at 490 Mendocino Ave., Suite 206, during normal business hours. 

Pagers, cellular telephones and all other communication devices should be turned off during the committee meeting to avoid electrical interference with the sound recording system. 
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CLIMATE ACTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Notes of July 13th, 2018 

 

ITEM 

1. Introductions 

Meeting called to order at 11:32 p.m. by Brant 
Arthur. 

Committee Members: Bill Mattinson; Carl Mears; 
Sastra McGinley; Chris Cone; Mitch Conner; Valerie 
Quinto; Steve Birdlebough; Susan Haydon; Ken 
Wells; Kerry Fugett; Hal Hinkle; Amy Rider; Tom 
Conlon; Bob Cox. 

Guests: Sherman Tylowsky; Mike Turgeon; Rachel 
Kuykendall, Sonoma Clean Power.  

Staff: Brant Arthur; Aleka Seville; Carolyn Glanton; 
Julian Ruzzier-Gaul (CivicSpark Fellow); Drew 
Nichols. 

2. Public Comment 

N/A 

3. Administrative - Approval of prior meeting 
notes – April 6th, 2018 

Approved as submitted. 

4. Report-out from attendees  

Ken Wells reported on the continued work with the 
Center for Climate Protection (CCP) to develop a 
report card of the Bay Area counties and impact of 
CCAs on GHG reductions. Estimated to be 
completed by end of the year. Will track impacts 
from 2010-2017.  

Mitch Conner spoke on ongoing housing 
developments being built throughout the county.  

Chris Cone announced the City of Cotati has 
passed a resolution in May to support efforts for 
the Carbon Fee and Dividend policy. 

As well, the CCP was awarded a grant through the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL) for solar energy 
innovation networks to work on projects that 
develop tools to allow community choice agencies 
to design rate structures for distribution 

Bill Mattinson spoke on the Groundwater 
Sustainability Act and the efforts to include the 
cities and counties within threatened ground 
water.  

Susan Haydon reported on two transformative 
projects within the City of Rohnert Park: the 
General Plan update and the Downtown 
redevelopment plan.  

The General Plan update is beginning and City 
staff is seeking public input.  

Additionally, the Downtown Plan is in the final 
development plan of Station Avenue, which has 
been published for the public’s input and will be 
presented to the Planning Commission within the 
next month. A copy of the Plan was available for 
the committee to view. 

Bob Cox commented on new businesses in 
Cloverdale which will employ local citizens, 
hopefully reducing the need to travel for 
employment.  

Carl Mears commented on the increase of the 
global temperature records.  

Additionally, the City of Cotati cohousing 
community, FrogSong, has received a grant from 
the Bay Area Air Quality Management District for 
20 charging stations for 30 housing units. 
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Mike Turgeon reported on continued work with the 
City of Santa Rosa’s Friends of the Climate Action 
Plan (FoCAP). The City Council has approved a 
motion to form a study session regarding the 
update of the CAP and to also investigate the 
possibility of all electric ready homes for general 
building.  

Kerry Fugett reported the Leadership Institute for 
Just and Resilient Communities will launch in 
September and is requesting input on ideas for 
curriculum.  

Ms. Fuggett also updated the committee on the 
Climate Action Rebuild working group.  

Steve Birdlebough reported on the City of Santa 
Rosa streamlining the downtown area building 
codes in the hope that projects can move through 
the permitting process quickly to be built.  

Furthermore, the property owned by SMART near 
the Downtown Santa Rosa SMART station is facing 
difficulty finding developers. 

Valerie Quinto spoke on climate smart agriculture 
demonstration projects that have started and new 
funding that is available for climate smart 
agriculture and forestry efforts. There is an interest 
to bring these funds locally for projects with 
private land owners. 

Hal Hinkle reported Bamcore, an organization that 
manufacturers bamboo timber wall systems, is 
progressing nicely and spoke on a commentary 
paper that discusses the afforestation programs. 
The paper will look at the global failures with af- 
and reforestation. 

Tom Conlon reported on the start of greenhouse 
gas (GHG) inventory for the Valley of the Moon 
water district and the City of Sonoma will be 
looking at the Plaza parking plan.  

Lastly, a bus caravan will be organized to drive to 
Eugene, Oregon on October 29th for Our Children 
Trust.  

Sherman Tylowsky, an intern with Santa Rosa 
Councilmember Julie Combs, spoke on work with 
Sonoma County and the City of Santa Rosa on 
climate change efforts and will be working to 
identify other links between the County and the 
City.  

5. Spotlight on Sonoma County 2015 Greenhouse 
Gas Inventory Update 

Aleka Seville began by expressing appreciation to 
Julian Ruzzier-Gaul for the work completed on the 
2015 Greenhouse Gas (GHG) inventory update and 
announced to the committee his departure from 
the RCPA in August.  

Mr. Ruzzier-Gaul outlined the GHG inventory 
update and added this update contains specific 
information for each jurisdiction in Sonoma 
County.  

The background of the update was described, 
citing the RCPA Climate Action Plan 2020 and 
Beyond (CAP) identified three countywide goals 
that align with the State of California legislation: 

- 25% below 1990 levels by 2020; 
- 40% below 1990 levels by 2030; and 
- 80% below 1990 levels by 2050. 

The timeline of the GHG inventory update was 
described. The Shift Sonoma County action plan, 
adopted in January 2018, is regarded as the road 
map to ease the increase of GHG emissions in the 
transportation areas via electric vehicles, active 
transportation, etc. 

The GHG inventory studied emissions from the 
building energy, transportation and land use, solid 
waste, water and wastewater, and livestock and 
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fertilizer sectors. The update followed the ICLEI 
U.S. Community Protocol for Accounting and 
Reporting GHG emissions, which remains 
consistent with the 2010 update. 

The three main emissions considered are carbon 
dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide. 

The countywide emissions for 1990, 2010, and 
2015 were briefly described, and the 2015 update 
illustrated the countywide GHG emissions are 9% 
below 1990 levels. GHG inventory updates are 
planned for every three years. 

The two highlights for this update are that 
transportation continues to be the major 
contributor of GHG emissions in the county since 
more vehicles are driving further distances 
(totaling more than 260, 000 miles were driven 
when compared to the 2010 update).  

The second main highlight is the decrease of the 
building energy sector, which is attributed to the 
inception of Sonoma Clean Power, thus providing 
an option for residents to purchase green energy. 

The jurisdiction details were described. Generally, 
only four jurisdictions, Cloverdale, Healdsburg, 
Petaluma, and the City of Sonoma, saw emissions 
increase due to individuals driving further 
distances.  

Bill Mattinson asked why Sebastopol’s emissions 
was so high. 

Mr. Ruzzier-Gaul responded the population to 
emission ratio comparison, the community wide 
picture, created this number.  

Aleka Seville added that essentially the emission 
numbers have not changed drastically.  

Hal Hinkle expressed an interesting on the 
available information on the average residential 
footprint, house sizes, and the mixture of building 

stock (residential, commercial) and added that 
perhaps the average house size in Sebastopol is 
larger than in the Town of Windsor.  

Tom Conlon added another method to consider is 
the vehicle miles traveled (VMT) per capita, per 
community because travel is increasing the GHG 
emissions.  

Susan Haydon asked if the data in the update 
resides within city limits within a given jurisdiction 
or is categorized via communities, such as the city 
limits of Sebastopol, for example, versus 
unincorporated Sebastopol.  

Mr. Ruzzier-Gaul responded the data is by city 
limits. 

Sastra McGinley asked how the overall emissions 
community wide were determined. 

Mr. Ruzzier-Gaul responded that the community 
wide considers various emissions by source in 
each jurisdiction.  

Ms. McGinley further asked, for example, if the 
data from the sale of gasoline was used to 
consider transportation emissions.  

Mr. Ruzzier-Gaul responded the SCTA maintains 
the Sonoma County travel model which considers 
specific trips for an annual VMT per jurisdictions 
and is the main metric used in the transportation 
sector.  

Ms. Seville continued describing the next steps 
moving forward with this update.  

The next focus will be on how the RCPA can 
provide assistance/support moving forward with 
the best practices.  

Staff has met with city staff and will follow up with 
a larger needs and barriers assessment. 
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Ms. Seville described the “Quick wins!” which is 
described as an expression of desire for 
implementation. With all the programmatic work 
that has been completed, Ms. Seville 
acknowledged there is a direct link between what 
member jurisdictions are doing on the ground and 
which jurisdictions are in need of support.  

Steve Birdlebough expressed that VMT is the most 
compelling challenge. Shift Sonoma County, which 
was adopted by the RCPA Board of Directors in 
January, projected a significant of shift to EVs, 
although is not sure whether it took advantage of 
the shift to bicycles.   

Mr. Birdlebough further commented that if streets 
were much more attractive to bicycles, and could 
connect pathways with other access points, this 
could help move individuals out of cars. 

Chris Cone wondered if there was information on 
talks with city staff that can be available to the 
committee. 

Ms. Seville responded the “Needs and Barriers 
Assessment” will be that opportunity.  

Ms. Cone asked when the committee meets again 
in October, if staff could provide a clearer role of 
each committee member’s role in the CAAC. 

Ms. Seville responded in the affirmative. 

Kerry Fugett commented on the interest to see the 
impact of the construction of buildings, given the 
high demand of construction in Sonoma County.  

Hal Hinkle suggested to engage the agriculture 
and wine industries, such promoting a “green 
badge” for their work. When reviewing the data, 
most of the progress made has been made in the 
private sector.  

Ms. Seville added that committee members are 
one of the many connections to the private sector. 

Sherman Tylowsky commented on the changing of 
tastes and preferences for residents, such as the 
changing modes of transportation not because of 
the environment, but maybe because it is more 
efficient, and asked if the update captured that 
data.  

Ms. Seville added that MTC has publish a 
document called “Vital Signs” and can be a good 
resource for those interested to see the indicators 
in behavior changes. 

Mr. Ruzzier-Gaul responded there is a commute 
section in the update that is derived from general 
census data. The update did not take into account 
behavior changes. 

Chris Cone added another opportunity in 
distributive energy resources, such as solar panels 
on shopping centers, which would impact the 
inventory in the future. 

Tom Conlon reaffirmed the interests to promote 
items of interests for the RCPA that are helpful for 
the committee, and recalled the list of jurisdictions 
who have adopted pledges supporting climate 
action efforts.  

Mr. Conlon asked about the climate mayor’s 
pledge, siting the differences in the global 
reporting protocol and asked how the discrepancy 
will be resolved.  

Ms. Seville added the 2018 inventory update will 
always consider the best practices.  

Carl Mears asked on whether data is available on 
shifting modes of public transit as a function of the 
cost.  

Brant Arthur responded that Staff is looking at 
models that would describe, “what if we built out 
the transit system.” 

 

5



5.1. Next Actions 

Discussed concurrently with Item 5. 

 

6. RCPA Update 

6.1. Update on Advanced Energy Rebuild 

Rachel Kuykendall, Sonoma Clean Power (SCP), 
presented an update on the Advanced Energy 
Rebuild program. 

This program is designed for homeowners wishing 
to rebuild their homes in a more energy efficient 
manner and is funded through Sonoma Clean 
Power, PG&E, and the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District. 

Ms. Kuykendall described the program’s goals and 
provided a brief description on the progress to 
date.  

So far five applications for the program has been 
received, for a total of 100 housing units. 
Applicants must have completed the permitting 
process before applying.  

Ms. Kuykendall noted that the volume of 
applications received will increase in the coming 
months as they are processed through the 
permitting departments, and as promotion of the 
program continues.  

The program will cover roughly 900-1500 homes 
and the base incentive for the program is $7,500.  

There are two pathways in participation. One can 
work with an energy consultant to demonstrate 
their home is 20% better than code as a baseline 
assumption to include gas appliances to be wired 
for electric, roofing to be able to accommodate 
solar panels, and houses to include EV charging 
capabilities. 

Secondly, a menu-like list of options is available 
for interested participants to visualize what 20% 
better than code is.  

Chris Cone asked who the audience of the 
programs trainings is directed. 

Ms. Kuykendall responded the program is open to 
everyone interested, although a majority of the 
program is director toward contractors learning 
about non-typical energy efficient measures.  

Hal Hinkle asked if this program covers the area of 
the Northern Sonoma County Air pollution Control 
District. 

Ms. Kuykendall responded that SCP funds the 
areas outside BAAQMD’s territory. 

The program is designed to assist with energy 
features that will be included in the new code 
cycle scheduled in 2020. 

6.2. Update on PG&E Resilient EV Infrastructure   

Brant Arthur recalled the PG&E conversation from 
the previous meeting. Several proposals were 
approved by the CPUC. 

Carolyn Glanton added that staff will be looking at 
options for community outreach. This can be a 
countywide opportunity for RCPA to create a local 
energy challenge similar to the Fremont Green 
Challenge (www.fremontgreenchallenge.org). 
Staff is considering funding opportunities and 
asked for committee members to review 
Fremont’s example and provide input for a 
Sonoma County site.  

Furthermore, the DriveEV incentive program by 
SCP will be starting on August 1st through 
November 16th.  
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7. Announcements 

Brant Arthur announced the next CAAC meeting 
will be on October 5th, 2018. 

8. Adjourn 

The committee adjourned at 12:57 p.m. 
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Staff Report 
To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors 

From:  Brant Arthur, Community Affairs Specialist 

Item:  4.3 – E-bike incentive program and contract with Bay Area Air Quality Management 
District 

Date:  October 8, 2018 

 
Issue: 

Shall the Board authorize the Executive Director to execute the attached agreement with the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District to implement an e-bike incentive program? 

Background: 

RCPA was awarded $250,460 in funding from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District’s 2018 Climate 
Protection Grant program to develop and implement and e-bike incentive program in the portion of Sonoma 
County that falls within the district. 

This program includes development of an outreach and marketing campaign as well as building partnerships 
with participating local bike retailers. The project is designed to increase e-bike use in Sonoma County by 
addressing two key barriers to adoption: (1) the lack of awareness about e-bikes and (2) the price premium for 
e-bikes over conventional bicycles. The program will provide a financial benefit to individuals who purchase 
an e-bike. 

The bulk-purchase model has proven effective in growing electric vehicle (EV) adoption in Sonoma County. 
The e-bike incentive program follows Sonoma Clean Power’s Drive EverGreen program, where negotiated 
dealer discounts are combined with additional incentives to encourage residents to adopt a new technology. 
Santa Rosa experienced the fastest growth rate in EV adoption of any California city in 2017 with the help of 
Drive EverGreen. 

Two e-bike incentive periods are planned for the program, with expectations to offer e-bike incentives to 
individuals in spring and autumn 2019. By offering e-bike incentives in two periods, there will be an 
opportunity to learn from the first period and improve the program for the second period. 

The SCTA is also in the process of establishing a bikeshare program in partnership with Transportation 
Authority of Marin, and MTC. The effort is separate from the e-bike incentive but staff will be assessing how e-
bike technology may be incorporated into a bikeshare program. 

About e-bikes and e-bikeshare 

E-bikes are the fastest selling electric vehicles in the world and have recently begun to take off in the U.S. They 
are simpler and cheaper than cars, more capable than conventional bikes and just as clean. E-bikes offer 
significant potential benefits for residents looking for an easier way to be a part of the clean transportation 
revolution while leading a more active lifestyle. 
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Most e-bikes on sale in Sonoma County are Type-1 E-bikes, or “pedelecs”, meaning the motor only engages 
when the pedals are turned and assisted speeds are capped at 20 mph. The requirements for the Sonoma 
County e-bike program would limit incentives to Type-1 e-bikes to ensure personal and public safety. 

Type-1 e-bikes may use Class-I bike paths like the SMART pathway. All bike share e-bikes are Type-1.  While 
riding bicycles on sidewalks is discouraged, most cities in Sonoma County do not have ordinances prohibiting 
this behavior. 

California has adopted clear standards for classifying e-bikes1: 

 
About electric scooters and scootershare 

While the BAAQMD grant is specifically for e-bikes, a number of different technologies provide many of the 
same benefits. Electric scooters and scootershare fall under Section 21235 of the California Vehicle Code, 
which has a long list of requirements for the operation of motorized scooters: 

• You must have a valid driver’s license or learners permit. 
• You must wear a helmet if you are under 18 years of age. 
• You cannot ride the electric scooter over 15 mph. 
• You cannot ride the electric scooter on the sidewalk. 
• You cannot ride on a highway with a speed limit over 25 mph, unless you ride in a bike lane. A local 

authority may authorize riding on a highway with a speed limit up to 35 mph. 
• If you do ride in the street, you must stay on the right side and ride as close as you can to the curb 

Major cities such as Los Angeles and San Francisco have a permit system to regulate scootershare and 
bikeshare, and companies are often now working with municipalities before dropping off equipment. 

                                                        
1 California Electric Bike Policy: http://peopleforbikes.org/blog/new-e-bike-law-passes-in-california/ 
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Companies operating bikeshare and scootershare fleets often try to nudge user behavior through in-app 
education for scootershare and e-bikeshare (including notifications for parking vehicles and helmet use). 

Policy Impacts: 

E-bikes can reduce the need for single-occupancy vehicle travel for many residents as they reduce the amount 
of effort needed to cycle, expand the ability range for potential cyclists and can be faster than car trips in an 
urban setting. Implementing an e-bike incentive program supports the goals of the Shift Sonoma County Low 
Carbon Transportation Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, shift away from single-occupancy 
vehicles and reduce vehicle miles traveled. 

Fiscal Impacts: 

The total BAAQMD grant is $250,460. Of this, $87,500 is reserved to provide incentives with the remainder 
available for marketing, outreach and RCPA staff time for program administration.  

Staff Recommendation: 

RCPA staff requests that the Board authorize the Executive Director to execute the attached Agreement 
RCPA19002 with the Bay Area Air Quality Management District to implement an e-bike incentive program. 

Attachment: 

Proposed Agreement RCPA19002 
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Staff Report 
To:  RCPA Board of Directors 

From:  Aleka Seville, Director of Climate Programs  

Item:  4.7.2 – RCPA Activities Report 

Date:  October 8, 2018 

 
Issue: 

Information only. 

Background: 

Planning and Coordination 

RCPA Coordination Committee 

The September Coordination Committee met to share updates and to discuss potential priority 
topics for future meetings. RCPA staff provided recommendations and solicited input from 
Committee members to inform our next meeting agendas. The October meeting will provide an 
opportunity for Committee members to learn about FireSmart Lake Sonoma, a two-part workshop 
series developed through a partnership between Ag Innovations and Sonoma Water about living 
with fire in the Lake Sonoma Watershed. The Coordination Committee provides an opportunity for 
coordination between the cities, county agencies and various RCPA member representatives and 
partners engaged on different aspects of the RCPA Mission. 

Climate Action Staff Working Group 

The Staff Working Group met on September 26th and focused on reviewing the actions outlined in 
Shift Sonoma County and the electric vehicle (EV) charging siting analysis map for each jurisdiction. 
RCPA staff provided an overview of the EV Community Resolution, the EV Charging Station Siting 
Analysis and relevant funding opportunities. RCPA staff also offered to follow up individually with 
interested jurisdictions to discuss how we can support individual EV infrastructure goals.   

Fire Recovery 

The Bay Area Air Quality Management District, Pacific Gas and Electric Company, and Sonoma Clean 
Power (SCP) have partnered to offer an integrated incentive program that gives customers access to 
multiple funding sources through one application process. Advanced energy rebuild incentives are 
available for property owners in Sonoma and Mendocino counties who are rebuilding homes lost in 
the October 2017 wildfires. Fire survivors can receive up to $17,500 in incentives for including energy 
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efficient features and equipment, renewable energy systems, electric vehicle charging stations, and 
water-efficient landscaping design. https://sonomacleanpower.org/advancedenergyrebuild/  

RCPA staff continue to assist government and community partners with information resources and 
staff support for recovery and planning needs. The following are the most recent statistics for the 
Advanced Energy Rebuild program:  

• Total applications submitted: 19 
• Total homes: 114 (18 single family, 96 multifamily units) 
• All-Electric applications submitted: 6 
• Advanced Energy Rebuild mailing list sign-ups: 322 
• Advanced Energy Rebuild website views: 5,887 

RCPA staff are also working with Sonoma Clean Power to support the City of Santa Rosa in 
developing information to share with city council members at a study session on October 23rd. RCPA 
staff have been working with city staff and community members to inform Council members on the 
costs and benefits of all-electric ready new construction. RCPA staff will also present an update on 
regional climate action planning efforts at the study session.  

Energy Program Coordination 

Staff continues to meet with County of Sonoma Energy and Sustainability Division staff monthly to 
coordinate events and program details relating to energy programs. 

North Bay Climate Summit 

RCPA staff, along with many of our partners, participated in the 2018 North Bay Climate Summit in 
Novato on September 20th 2018. The forum created an opportunity for Napa, Marin and Sonoma 
county elected officials, community leaders and local government staff to come together to discuss 
how to advance climate action in the North Bay. Follow up events are planned for December 2018 
and February 2019 and RCPA will continue to participate to ensure that Sonoma County has the 
opportunity to collaborate, leverage funding opportunities and share best practices with our North 
Bay neighbors.  

Central Coast Sustainability Summit 

The Central Coast Sustainability Summit will take place in Santa Barbara on October 11, 2018. RCPA 
staff will participate on a panel discussing the benefits and challenges of regional models to advance 
climate action. Other regional models represented on the panel include Ventura County, the Central 
Coast Regional Collaborative and the Gateway Cities Council of Governments (unincorporated 
Southeast Los Angeles County). The panel will explore the paths that local governments throughout 
the state have taken to pool resources and collaboratively implement policies and programs to 
reduce emissions and build community resilience.   
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Implementation 

CEC Shift Implementation 

Staff continue to work with Sonoma Clean Power to promote the final round of Drive EV and have 
created an EV Knowledgebase, EV 101, that addresses frequently asked questions and provides 
support for consumers new to EV’s. EV 101 is a 24/7 responsive online resource for all your electric 
vehicle questions. Visit EV101.DriveEV.org for easy-to-understand information about common 
questions and tips for getting the most out of a modern electric car. To build on this work, RCPA staff 
will be reaching out to city staff and fleet managers to gage interest in expanding EV infrastructure 
and supporting streamlined permitting processes within individual jurisdictions.  

RCPA Needs Assessment and Strategic Planning  

With support from a candidate for the Master’s in Organizational Development at Sonoma State 
University, RCPA staff are developing a robust needs assessment to gather input from a wide variety 
of stakeholders including SCTA and RCPA staff, member cities, partners, and community members to 
understand how RCPA can best support and advance climate action in Sonoma County. We plan to 
gather data through individual and group interviews and online surveys that will be analyzed and 
presented to the Board in early 2019 to inform RCPA’s goals, mission and organizational structure. 
This process will result in the development of a strategic plan for the RCPA to focus our efforts in 
2019 and beyond. 

Bay Area Regional Energy Network 

RCPA staff attended the BayREN Coordinating Circle Committee in-person meeting hosted by 
MTC/ABAG on September 21st to discuss individual program updates, review the BayREN governance 
structure and begin the 2019 budget process.  

Bay Area Multifamily Building Enhancement Program 

Through the Bay Area Multifamily Building Enhancement Program, a Resiliency Technical Assistance 
Pilot has been made available to four multifamily properties in Sonoma County. Property owners 
have received relevant resiliency findings and recommendations in the energy audit report. One 
opening is still available.  

As of September 12, 2018, there are 11 multifamily properties in Sonoma County currently receiving 
no-cost energy efficiency technical assistance from the program, accounting for a total of 612 units. 
Two multifamily properties are in construction, for a total of 305 units.  

Codes and Standards 

RCPA staff works with BayREN to support the efforts of local residents, businesses, and governments 
to help buildings comply with energy code and achieve zero net carbon emissions.  

Staff participated in the Codes and Standards Regional Forum “Energy Code & Accessory Dwelling 
Units: Meeting Local Housing Need Efficiently” on September 25 2018 to learn more about energy 
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code requirements for ADUs, the role of ADUs in providing housing in the region, and no-cost 
resources for facilitating the construction of energy-efficient ADUs.   

RCPA staff continues to attend Redwood Empire Association of Code Officials (REACO) monthly 
meetings and provide energy code classes with jurisdictions (see full list attached).  

Green Labeling 

RCPA in partnership with BayREN, StopWaste, North Bay Association of REALTORS® and Build It 
Green held a two day NAR Green Designation Training on efficient homes and green real estate 
benefits at the North Bay Association of REALTORS® office in Santa Rosa on October 3rd and 4th. A 
flyer is attached.  

Water Bill Savings Program 

RCPA staff continues to work with BayREN staff to support the development of a regional water bill 
savings program, an on-bill repayment of efficiency retrofits that the RCPA has helped to pioneer in 
California, enabled by the Water Bill Savings Act (SB 564 – McGuire). RCPA will meet with MTC/ABAG 
CEO in mid-Oct to discuss our plans for the regional program design and launch and to confirm 
MTC/ABAG’s role in developing financing options for the regional program. RCPA plans to hire a new 
Senior Planner (funded by BayREN) to manage the Water Bill Savings Program, please see item 4.5 
Personnel Policies Update for a detailed job description. RCPA and BayREN staff will present the 
Regional Program Model concept to ABAG’s Executive Board in November to gather input and 
feedback on proposed program scope and financing options.  

 

Policy Impacts: 

None. 

Fiscal Impacts: 

None. 

Staff Recommendation: 

Information only. 
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