
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation is the largest source of emissions for the county. 

Emissions from on-road transportation and off-road 

transportation & equipment increased from 55% in 2010 to 61% 

of countywide emissions in 2015. This increase resulted 

primarily from emissions associated with an increase in Sonoma 

County’s population (4%) and increased economic growth (22% 

increase in GDP).   

 

Transportation & Land Use Goals and Actions 

GHG Reduction Target     426,000 MTCO2e 

Reduce travel demand/focused growth   4,693 
Shift to low-carbon transportation   43,058 
Increased vehicle and equipment fuel efficiency  358,720 
Shift to low-carbon fuels in vehicles and equipment  19,413 
Reduce idling      163 

  
 

Total emissions from the transportation sector increased 

approximately 237,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide 

equivalent (MTCO2e) from 2010 to 2015.  A stable economy 

paired with continual population growth often results in 

more individuals driving fuel combustion cars. 

 

Per capita emissions similarly increased. 

Total emissions increased in each jurisdiction. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily VMT increased in all jurisdictions but the 

unincorporated county. 

Per capita daily VMT increased in each 

jurisdiction but the unincorporated county. 

Countywide vehicle miles traveled (VMT) increased by 

about 260,000 daily miles when comparing 2010 to 

2015 but daily per capita VMT slightly decreased.  

Population increased at a higher rate than the daily 

miles driven by Sonoma County community members 

- per capita daily VMT was 23.11 in 2010 and 22.8 in 

2015 countywide.  

 

 

The RCPA will continue to work with partners to transition the 

trend in transportation emissions downward. 

 
What’s Next 

The Board recently adopted the Shift Sonoma County Plan, which defines and 

evaluates strategies to shift transportation choices away from single occupant 

vehicles.  The Plan explores barriers, opportunities, and actions to implement (or 

expand the use of car-share, bike-share, transportation demand management 

measures, and electric vehicles. 

The Sonoma County Transportation Authority’s Comprehensive Transportation 

Plan provides a 25-year transportation vision for Sonoma County. Comprehensive 

Transportation Plan goals include: 

 Maintaining the current transportation system  

 Reducing traffic congestion 

 Reducing GHG emissions 

 Improving safety and health 

 Promoting economic vitally. 

The RCPA will continue to work with partners to implement policies and solutions to 

transition the trend in transportation emissions downward. 


