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Climate Action Advisory Committee  
DRAFT MEETING AGENDA 

July 12, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. 

SCTA-RCPA Conference Room 
 411 King Street 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
ITEM 

1. Introductions 

1.1. Welcome new members 

2. Public Comment 

3. Administrative – Approval of April 12th, 2019 meeting notes* 

4. Report-out from attendees (1 minute each) 

5. Sonoma Climate Challenge update 

6. Water Bill Savings Program 

7. RCPA Strategic Plan** 

8. Announcements 

9. Adjourn 
 
*Materials attached. 
**Materials to be handed out. 
 
 
 
 

The next SCTA/RCPA meeting will be held September 9, 2019 
The next CAAC meeting will be held in October 11, 2019 

 
Copies of the full Agenda Packet are available at www.rcpa.ca.gov 

DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format or that requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while 
attending this meeting, please contact RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements for accommodation. 

SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Climate Action Advisory Committee after distribution of the 

agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Regional Climate Protection Authority office at 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA during normal business hours. 

Pagers, cellular telephones and all other communication devices should be turned off during the committee meeting to avoid electrical interference with the sound recording system. 

tel:707.565.5373
http://scta.ca.gov/
http://rcpa.ca.gov/


 
 

 

CLIMATE ACTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Notes of April 12th, 2019 

 

ITEM 

1. Introductions 

Meeting called to order at 11:33 p.m. by Brant 
Arthur. 

Committee Members: Carl Mears; Sheldon Gen; 

Merrilyn Joyce; Matt Metzler; Tom Conlon; Mitch 
Conner; Kevin Conway; Steve Pierce; Bill 

Mattinson; Steve Birdlebough; Christopher Peck; 
Kerry Fugett. 

Guests: Bob Anderson.  

Staff: Brant Arthur; Aleka Seville; Tanya Narath; 

Carolyn Glanton; Drew Nichols. 

2. Public Comment 

N/A 

3. Administrative - Approval of prior meeting 

notes – January 11, 2019 

Approved as submitted. 

4. Report-out from attendees  

Carl Mears spoke on a recent visit to the ice core 

lab at Ohio State University and mentioned receipt 
of funding for solar panels and 20 EV chargers. The 
EV chargers are nearing completion and expressed 

appreciation to BAAQMD for the funding. 

Sheldon Gen announced two weeks ago the 
Petaluma City Council hosted a town hall agenda 
setting meeting and among the top three 

priorities, climate change was one of the topics. 

Marrilyn Joyce recalled several years ago, a 
request was made to ask the City of Healdsburg to 

cover waste water ponds with solar panels. 
Currently, the project has either stalled or was 

removed from the agenda and remains unclear of 

the status or why it was removed. 

Additionally, Healdsburg is in the midst of the 
North Area Plan and it sees a mixed use senior 
housing. However, the City continues to seek hotel 

propositions.   

Matt Metzler spoke on projects that have been 

proposed, but are not moving forward as fast as 
wished.  

Mr. Metzler further spoke on conversations with 
the Mayor of Sonoma on transportation and 

parking issues in the downtown area, such as the 
idea to convert parking spaces designated for ride 

share/taxi to EV charging parking spaces. 

Furthermore, the free shuttle by Sonoma County 

Transit has increased ridership around 30%.  

Tom Conlon reported on GHG inventory work. The 

first group was the Valley of the Moon Water 

District and spoke on the employee commute 

patterns.  

Mr. Conlon further announced a resource that will 
teach GHG inventories using the ICLEI method to 

the city employees and contractors. This is an 8-

week webinar available to cities throughout 

California.  

Kevin Conway reported on lobbying efforts to 
move the Climate Action Plan implementation to 

Tier 1 in the City of Santa Rosa, and have been 
successful.  

Mr. Conway further described the efforts on all-
electric ready ordinance in the City of Santa Rosa 
and an interest to establish a subcommittee to 

implement climate action more quickly. Members 



are looking to determine which Tier 1 items will be 
placed on the agenda.   

Furthermore, a climate action night will be hosted 

at the Santa Rosa Junior College on the 24th and 
will be in a debate style. 

Steve Pierce announced the Sebastopol City 
Council has recently passed a zero waste 

ordinance and subsequent bans on polystyrene 

materials.  

Also, there is movement to start work on a climate 

emergency resolution following work that has 

already been done. 

Bill Matthinson announced the free bus service in 
the City of Sebastopol, and the new Bus Buddies 

program, championed by Councilmember, and 
RCPA Director, Sarah Gurney. Local residents were 

recruited to talk amongst friends in everyone’s 
circle about the bus service and promoting the bus 

service.  

This has been regarded as fun for those involved.  

Additionally, Mr. Matthinson further spoke on the 

groundwater management program to develop a 

plan to manage the local groundwater.   

Steve Birdlebough reported on transportation’s 

contribution to GHG emissions – now known as 

one of the largest contributors to GHG emissions. 

The City of Santa Rosa is working on improving the 
bicycle network. The updated Master Plan has 
been approved. One piece included the idea of a 

pedestrian bridge over Highway 101 by the Santa 
Rosa Junior College. One challenge that has arisen 

is that for every foot of bridge, there must be 40’ of 
ramp. 

The whole issue on sharing the pavement between 

bicycles, people, and vehicles was showcased in 

today’s (April 12) publication of the Press 
Democrat. 

Christopher Peck reported on Windsor’s third 

roundabout to be installed; a Tesla supercharger 
to be installed; first solar development for 89 
homes are under construction; a floating solar 
panel will be placed on Pond 7 and is estimated to 

produce 1.7 megawatts and 95% energy needs for 

that facility; the Town is pushing for more EV 

chargers for the existing fleet; and in regards to the 

all-electric reach code, noting the interest to 

discuss other alternatives.  

Mr. Peck then asked about further suggestions to 
offset carbon emissions. 

Kerry Fugett reported on the involvement of the 
goal setting process with the City of Petaluma in 

collaboration with 350 Petaluma.  

Ms. Fugett further spoke on the collection of 

signatures of support, drafted a resolution, rallied 
over 100 individuals, and received over 50 

endorsements from businesses on the campaign. 

Ms. Fugett further express excitement by the 

potential of sequestration in the agricultural 
community and facilitated a community 

stakeholder meeting with Jackson Family Wine 

and their sustainability goal setting process.  

One of the biggest areas on impacts given their 
land was the possibility of carbon sequestration. 

Furthermore, on the intersections of climate and 

housing, the St. Josephs Intersections Coalition is 
working to identify the junction of equity, health, 

housing, and climate.  

Lastly, Ms. Fugett announced the next cycle of the 

Leadership Institute and asked to refer any 

interested persons. 

5. Launch of the Community Climate Challenge*  



5.1. Review of beta testing period 

Brant Arthur expressed appreciation for all who 
were a part of the working group and asked the 

committee who has signed up for the challenge 
and created a profile.  

Staff has been working with Community Climate 
Solutions (CCS) for the software to support this 

platform.  

Mr. Arthur provided an overview of the website 
and the steps to create a profile. Once a profile has 

been created, a series of actions one can take to 

reduce their overall emissions are displayed; Mr. 

Arthur described this process to the committee.  

The long terms goals include connecting residents 

and member agencies to resources and programs, 
increase community engagement on climate 

actions, and support jurisdictions with 
engagement tools and metrics of community 

benefits. 

Bill Mattinson asked about guidance on the 

definition of “room,” such as if hallways or storage 

closets are considered a room. 

Mr. Arthur responded that the platform is trying to 
determine the size of the home, but that definition 

is still being worked on. 

Mr. Mattinson added that how many rooms in one 

home does not describe the energy usage of the 
house and suggested the need to have this 
estimate clarified.  

Mr. Arthur agreed and added that it’s the best, 
rough estimate that is being requested.  

Aleka Seville added that this can also help connect 
users to resources and is not an energy audit. 

Mr. Arthur further added that this aims to give 

individuals credit for the actions taken. 

Mr. Arthur continued describing the big impact 
actions and highlighted more resources available, 
such as SCTA’s Emergency Ride Home program, 

and Go Sonoma. 

Carolyn Glanton added that the resources shown 
are registered with the city one is registered.  

There will be a link with Google Drive document 

that shows all the available resources that are not 

yet on the website.  

The resources shown are not address specific, 

rather they are tailored to the city the user chooses 

upon sign up.  

The committee discussed the challenges with city-
limit jurisdiction versus unincorporated Sonoma 

County jurisdiction.  

Mr. Arthur highlighted the checklist that is 

associated with each action. There are also two 
types of social groupings: (1) team, limited to ten 

individuals, such as a small social network or 
neighborhood, or (2) community groups that had 

an unlimited number of teammates.  

The strategy and the timeline of the program were 

announced. A press release, and working group 
call to discussing the launch are planned for Earth 

Day week.  

The outreach strategy includes reaching out to 

membership organizations, presenting and 
providing templates to help groups invite their 
community, and develop digital outreach through 

existing social media connections, SCTA/RCPA 
newsletter, advisory committee meetings, etc. 

The website developers are aware of the 
challenges with pulling energy data from utility 

companies and adding vehicles older than 2009. 



An issue tracker was displayed to the committee 
for their awareness to add any problems that may 
arise.  

Mr. Arthur noted there is a focus on messaging and 
the desire to keep individuals engaged. 

With the partnership and coordination with Daily 
Acts, this can allow the Challenge to tap into the 

existing momentum of Community Resilience 

Challenge, focus outreach in Petaluma, and share 

data related to co-branded outreach. 

Kerry Fugett added the pieces that Daily Acts can 

provide, including sending letters to the 

community, and requesting cities and 
organizations to share information. 

Steve Birdlebough commented that each 
community has their own leaders, and suggested 

to reach out to them first before expanding this to 
all within the community. 

Ms. Fugett described the outreach work that will 
be done countywide.  

5.2. Outreach partnerships 

Discussed concurrently with Item 5.1. 

5.3. Tasks for launch week 

Discussed concurrently with Item 5.1. 

6. RCPA Needs Assessment 

Aleka Seville reported on the RCPA Needs 

Assessment. This is intended to assess the needs 
and gaps, identify new opportunities, and update 
the mission, goals, and objectives for the RCPA. 

Since the RCPA has been established for ten years, 
this provides a good opportunity to revisit these 
ideas and help inform the strategic plan to guide 
the work plan and budget process.  

The Status update: 

Interviews are almost complete. Staff has 
interviewed city managers and staff, partners, 
RCPA Board of Directors, other stakeholders, and 

online surveys.  

Staff is currently working to compile the data 
together for a bigger summary.  

When asked, “What are your priorities?” the 

overarching themes include: housing 

(incentives/priorities and the tension between 

residents and tourists), financial stability, 

infrastructure and economic development, and 

transportation.  

There is a need for tailored technical information – 
i.e. reach codes, EV infrastructure – and project 

management assistance, providing model 
ordinances and policy support to jurisdictions, and 

address competing priorities 

Furthermore, there is a need for assistance to meet 

state and regional requirements and assessing the 
overlap with climate measures, and address 

community engagement and equitable 

representation. 

Ms. Seville shared results from the surveys asked if 
there are any other strategies you would like the 

RCPA to consider and what is the RCPA doing now 

that supports your efforts. 

Kevin Conway responded that there is a high 
priority for those impacted by the wildfires and 
asked why there is a disconnect in addressing the 

climate crisis is a primary concern. 

Steve Birdlebough added the primary value placed 

on RCPA by jurisdiction are the access to the 
grants that may be missed.  

Tom Conlon noted partnerships at the staff level, 

such as in the City of Sonoma, where an appointed 
advisory committee is tasked with a specific work 



plan and must have authorization by the city 
council. 

Ms. Seville further described the next steps, 

including summarizing interviews, developing the 
strategic plan through planning sessions. This is 
aimed to be released this summer.  

Sheldon Gen suggested to note how well staff, 

resources, and expertise align with the needs 

listed.  

7. Announcements 

7.1. Reminder on committee nominations 

Kevin Conway announced the advancement of 

technology that will enable individuals who buy a 
new appliance without having to retrofit the home. 

This comes in the form of a box that will avoid the 
need to redo the electrical wiring.  

Secondly, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals will hear 
oral arguments on June 4th from the litigation by 

Our Children’s Trust. 

Kerry Fugett announced a student-led climate 

action legislative night will be held on April 24th   

Tom Conlon announced the Executive Director of 

the Sierra Club will be speaking at the Vintage 
House in Sonoma.  

8. Adjourn 

The committee adjourned at 1:13 p.m. 

 

 


