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Climate Action Advisory Committee  
MEETING AGENDA 

January 10, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. 
SCTA-RCPA Conference Room 

 411 King Street 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

ITEM 

1. Introductions 
2. Public Comment 
3. Administrative – Approval of October 11th, 2019 meeting notes* 
4. Report-out from attendees (1 minute each) 
5. RCPA update on activities 
6. Presentation on carbon sequestration and the potential for Sonoma County  

Guest speakers: Dr. Jeff Creque, Director of Rangeland and Agroecosystem Management at the Carbon Cycle 
Institute; Valerie Minton Quinto, Executive Director, Sonoma Resource Conservation District; and Brittany 
Jensen, Executive Director, Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District 

7. Announcements 

7.1. 2020 Proposed SCTA/RCPA Committee schedule**  
8. Adjourn 

 
*Materials attached. 
**Materials to be handed out. 
 
 
 
 

The next SCTA/RCPA meeting will be held January 13, 2020 
The next CAAC meeting will be held in April 10, 2020 

 
Copies of the full Agenda Packet are available at www.rcpa.ca.gov 

DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format or that requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while 
attending this meeting, please contact RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements for accommodation. 

SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Climate Action Advisory Committee after distribution of the 
agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Regional Climate Protection Authority office at 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA during normal business hours. 

Pagers, cellular telephones and all other communication devices should be turned off during the committee meeting to avoid electrical interference with the sound recording system. 

tel:707.565.5373
http://scta.ca.gov/
http://rcpa.ca.gov/


 
 

 

CLIMATE ACTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Notes of October 11th, 20191 

 

ITEM 

1. Introductions 

Meeting called to order at 11:38 a.m. by Brant 
Arthur. 

Committee Members: Steve Birdlebough; Merrilyn 
Joyce; Judith Newton; Kevin Conway; Tom Conlon; 

Matt Metzler; David Deland; Pete Gang; Amy Rider; 
Christopher Peck; Kerry Fugett; Ken Wells; Dan 
FitzSimmons; Susan Haydon. 

Staff: Brant Arthur; Aleka Seville; Tanya Narath; 
Drew Nichols. 

2. Public Comment 

N/A 

3. Administrative - Approval of prior meeting 
notes – July 12, 2019 

Approved as submitted. 

4. Report-out from attendees  

Mitch Conner spoke on a housing project approval 
in Cloverdale and on a recent presentation by 

Island Press on the new realities of wildfires in 
California.  

Amy Rider commented on the Reach code and 
electrification efforts. There are three jurisdictions 
who will be voting on this topic: Windsor (10/16), 

Santa Rosa (10/22 for the first reading), and 
Healdsburg (11/4).  

Petaluma is engaged on the topic, but no date has 
been set as of now.  

                                                             
1 The order of items were adjusted. Item 6 was discussed prior to Item 5. 

Susan Haydon announced the City of Rohnert Park 
will be asking voters to renew the current Urban 
Growth Boundary in November and the City is 
actively working on updating the General Plan. 

Ms. Haydon further commented on a $4.3 million 
grant received by the North Coast Resource 

Partnership to study, plan, and build capacity for 
projects related to forest health and fire resiliency.  

David Leland reported on work with Tom Conlon 
on motivating local governmental entities to 
increase their climate awareness and to reduce 
their climate footprint, and on the collection of 

GHG inventories.  

Matt Metzler commented on the advocacy on 
environmental initiatives. The City of Sonoma has 
hired a half-time staff member for sustainability 
coordination with the hope to accomplish new 

initiatives.  

Dan FitzSimmons reported the City of Cloverdale 
has passed a Climate Emergency Resolution (CER) 
with some push back form the community. The 
council subcommittee forming an environmental 

committee for input. Local high school 
participated in the climate strike.  

Ken Wells reported on work with the Climate 
Center to prepare a trends analysis within the Bay 
Area from 2014-2018.   

Tom Conlon spoke on the discussion on the CER 
and the subsequent cancellation due to the 

absence of power in the City of Sonoma.  

Mr. Conlon further spoke on calculating GHG 
emissions from events on The Plaza and on traffic 



modelling and the potential to capture GHG 
impacts.  

Christopher Peck reported on the progress on the 
climate front in Windsor. The Town’s CER has a 
total of 22 actions, with 11 already initiated - 
including the hiring of a sustainability coordinator. 

The Town is also moving forward on Evergreen and 
a solar floating system.  

Pete Gang commented on the established Climate 
Action Commission that followed the adoption of 
the CER in Petaluma. 31 individuals applied for six 
seats.  

Kerry Fugett commented on internal work to 
coordinate efforts at scale, share the brain work of 
a just transition to connect vulnerable 

populations, and ensuring funding for the related 
activities.  

Judith Newton introduced herself to the 
committee as a new member and spoke on the 
work to improve charging rates at the EV stations 

at FrogSong. 

Steve Pierce announced the Sebastopol City 
Council will be voting on the CER October 29 and 
will be forming a subcommittee to work on climate 
actions.  

Kevin Conway spoke on the first reading of the all-
electric Reach code in Santa Rosa.  

Steve Birdlebough reported on the challenge 
witnessed by the Sonoma County Transportation 

and Land Use Coalition and Sierra Club that cities 
and the County are not receiving data on an 
annual basis related to vehicle miles travelled 

(VMT).  

The data has become more available recently and 
Mr. Birdlebough is focused on how VMT might be 
reduced given that the transportation sector is the 
largest contributor to GHG emissions. 

Merrilyn Joyce announced that floating solar is 
back on and the City of Healdsburg is assessing the 
efficiency of the pond. 

The City of Healdsburg has passed a CER and no 
climate commission was suggested.  

5. Sonoma Climate Challenge update  

Brant Arthur presented an update on the Sonoma 
Climate Challenge.  

Staff are recommending to the Board of Directors 
to transition away from the Community Solutions 
Platform over the next six months to shift the 

energy and information toward a Climate 
Emergency Mobilization Strategy.  

471 household have been reached through this 
challenge which almost meets the goal of reaching 
500 households. RCPA had also hosted a team 

competition in August and 21 teams participated.  

The challenge was best suited for windows of 
engagement and Mr. Arthur described the actions 
participants were able to select from. 

Kerry Fugett further spoke on outreach conducted 
(house parties, presentations at community 
groups, public meetings) through Daily Acts and 

the next steps being entertained with the 
resources that were a part of the Sonoma Climate 
Challenge absent of the dashboard still available.  

Mr. Arthur shared ideas for preserving the most 
impactful actions and local resources on the RCPA 
website, and asked the committee on their input 

on the Sonoma Climate Challenge.  

Aleka Seville added that there has been feedback 
on the Challenge, saying it is “great, but not 
enough.” Many want to be more engaged and are 
seeking more options to respond to the climate 

crisis. 



The committee continued discussing the platform 
and the need to mobilize climate action 
throughout Sonoma County.  

Ms. Fugett added that Sonoma County is ready for 
this, so long as we have the right structure.  

6. RCPA Climate Emergency Resolution 

Aleka Seville provided context on the process and 
goals of the CER for RCPA.  These are non-binding 
resolutions and Ms. Seville presented on the 

barriers to traditional climate action planning, and 
approaches to meet these goals set forth in the 
resolutions. 

Ms. Seville discussed what can be achieved with a 
CER, including solidifying the urgency of the crisis, 
highlighting weaknesses of traditional climate 

action planning, and building the foundation for a 
regional approach. 

Ms. Seville further presented on the current goals 
and the example by the City of San Francisco’s 
Focus 2030: A Pathway to Net Zero Emissions  and 0-

80-100 (zero waste by 2030, 80% of mode shift; and 
100% renewable electricity). 

Ms. Seville further presented on the options and 
next steps that included the language input 
provided by the RCPA CER by the RCPA Board of 

Directors. 

The next steps include providing support on the 
CER for those who have not yet passed their 
resolutions. The RCPA will also bring an annual 
work plan and financial scenario to the Board of 

Directors in October and a subsequent Fund and 
Development plan to the Board in December that 
will support the priority scenarios.  

The scenarios developed were presented and 
described to the committee, and are described as: 

1. Pre-Strategic Plan/Business as Usual – 5 FTE 
equivalent 

2. Regional leadership with limited member 
support – 7 FTE equivalent  

3. Sustained Local Support with tailored 
member support – 9 FTE Equivalent 

Ms. Seville further added that the City of Boulder, 
CO had passed the first tax measure directly 
related to climate action that generates $17 
million per year to fund climate work. 

The committee discussed the Measure M 
Reauthorization and the option to have climate 
action work included in the new measure. 

Ms. Seville noted that there needs to be thought 
about what funds from Measure M would be used 
since measures tend to be project driven. The 
Board of Directors have suggested infrastructure 

upgrades, but this topic remains fluid in 
discussions.   

Brant Arthur added the value to have the 
committee’s support and assistance through these 
discussions.  

7. Urban Land Institute   

Aleka Seville announced the Urban Land Institute 
will be hosting a resilience advisory panel week of 

Jan 12-17th, 2020. 

RCPA is sponsoring the panel with the City of Santa 
Rosa and the County of Sonoma. A steering group 
has been established and will focus on grid 
resilience.  

Furthermore, there is an interest to involve the 
CAAC for their recommendations and support. 

8. Adjourn 

The committee adjourned at 1:12 p.m. 

 


	0 Agenda 1-10-20.pdf
	Climate Action Advisory Committee
	MEETING AGENDA
	January 10, 2020 at 11:30 a.m.





