
 
 

 

CLIMATE ACTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Notes of January 10th, 2020 

 

ITEM 

1. Introductions 

Meeting called to order at 11:32 a.m. by Brant 
Arthur. 

Committee Members: Steve Birdlebough; Merrilyn 
Joyce; Judith Newton; Kevin Conway; Tom Conlon; 

Matt Metzler; Pete Gang; Christopher Peck; Susan 
Haydon; Steve Pierce; Mitch Conner; Jane Elias; 
Carl Mears; Bill Mattinson; Valerie Quinto; Richard 
Bugarske. 

Guests: Torri Estrada, Carbon Cycle Institute; 
Alexandra Golikov, Carbon Cycle Institute; Jeff 

Creque, Carbon Cycle Institute; Brittany Jensen, 
Gold Ride Resource Conservation District; Patricia 
Hickey, Carbon Cycle Institute. 

Staff: Brant Arthur; Aleka Seville; Tanya Narath; 
Carolyn Glanton; Drew Nichols; Chris Cone. 

2. Public Comment 

N/A 

3. Administrative - Approval of prior meeting 
notes – October 11, 2019 

Approved as submitted. 

4. Report-out from attendees  

Merrilyn Joyce spoke to the committee on all-
electric Reach Codes under discussion with the 
Healdsburg City Council. 

Judith Newton reported that the City of Cotati had 
passed the Climate Emergency Resolution in 
November and are looking for guidance from the 

citizens on how to proceed.  

Matt Metzler spoke on the proposed meeting to do 
an estimate of GHG emission generated by special 
events in the City of Sonoma. There has been no 
movement on this topic yet since it was brought 

up last November. 

Tom Conlon added the City is struggling to comply 
with new housing regulations.  

Mr. Conlon further reported that the commission 
will be tackling the GHG emission issue at the next 
meeting scheduled for the 15th. The subcommittee 
has drafted a Climate Emergency Resolution. 

Lastly, Mr. Conlon commented on the ongoing 
work related to the carbon impacts and tourism 

and announced that the City of Sonoma has hired 
a Sustainability Coordinator. 

Christopher Peck commented on the floating solar 
panel installation in Windsor and further spoke on 
the cost of tracking.  

Pete Gang reported on the second regular meeting 
of the climate action committee in Petaluma and 

noted a potential disconnect with community 
member expectations. 

Mr. Gang further commented on the effort to look 
at urban design within the context of carbon 
neutrality. 

Bill Matheson announced Sebastopol declared a 
climate emergency and recently the City Council 

has established a climate action task force. They 
are seeking a diverse groups of participants.  

Kevin Conway announced the Sonoma County 
Climate Activist network will be hosting a Climate 
Action Summit on March 15, 2020 at the Odd 
Fellows Hall in Santa Rosa. The purpose of the 



summit is action related and speakers will address 
topics pertinent to Sonoma County.  

Steve Birdlebough spoke on the (Santa Rosa) 
Downtown Stationary Plan and the work from a 
climate perspective in this Plan. 

Carl Mears announced that 2019 was the second 
warmest year ever recorded. 

Steve Pierce noted that Sebastopol had passed the 
Climate Emergency Resolution and, in addition, 

approved the formation of an ad hoc 
subcommittee. The decision to go with the ad hoc 
subcommittee is that it would not be subject to the 
Brown Act requirements.  

Jane Elias announced Cloverdale is moving 
forward on resiliency and power for city 

operations.  

5. RCPA update on activities  

Aleka Seville updated the committee on the ULI 
Resiliency Advisory panel. 

The City of Santa Rosa and County of Sonoma are 
working together with this Resiliency Panel, 
especially in the face of wildfires. 

ULI representatives will attend a site visit and 
steering group meeting. 

The steering group consists of members from the 
City of Santa Rosa, County of Sonoma, Sonoma 
Clean Power, and Renewal Enterprise District, to 

help update the project scope the panel will use to 
guide recommendations. 

This panel is scheduled for the week of March 16th.  

Ms. Seville described the week’s scheduled events:  

Monday: briefing on the site tour with ULI and a 
public reception; 

Tuesday: the ULI panel will be interviewing up to 
100 individuals/stakeholders; 

Wednesday-Thursday: ULI will pull together the 
recommendations from the interviews; 

Friday: a public meeting will be held to provide an 
opportunity to hear the recommendations.  

RCPA is developing the briefing book that the 
panel will be using.  

Tom Conlon asked about any strategies on the 
implementation piece that will follow these 
recommendations. 

Ms. Seville responded that in December Staff went 
to the Board of Directors, bringing forward the 

numbers requested previous, and had directed 
Staff to pursue Scenario 3 and to develop a ballot 
measure for climate work in the coming years.   

Staff also proposed a temporary increase in local 
contributions to help fund the interim work until a 

ballot measure is developed. 

Additionally, the County has created a Climate ad 
hoc committee.  

6. Presentation on carbon sequestration and the 
potential for Sonoma County 

Brant Arthur introduced the topic and speakers for 
this item, Jeff Creque, Brittany Jensen, Tori 
Estrada, Alexandra Golikov, and Patricia Hickey of 
the Carbon Cycle Institute. 

Jeff Creque presented on increasing carbon 
capture on Sonoma County’s working lands. 

Mr. Creque first recalled the carbon cycle, noting 
the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 

increased from 870 Gt C to 890. 

Carbon is cycling through these many facets and is 
changing forms and the question of where can we 
place the surplus carbon is actively being worked 
on, such as increasing global soil carbon to offset 

all global emissions. The math adds up, though the 
feasibility remains in question. 



Furthermore, former Governor Jerry Brown added 
sequestration as the fifth pillar to climate action 
for the State of California.  

Climate change cannot be stopped simply by 
reductions, the carbon in the atmosphere needs to 
be moved. In agriculture, for example, carbon is 

fundamental, in that all farming is carbon farming.  
Carbon entering the farm lands from the 
atmosphere ends up in one of three pools: 

harvested crops, soil as organic matter, and 
standing carbon stocks on the farm. 

Mr. Creque further presented on carbon farming 
with the visions of climate action as beneficial.  
Farming is dependent on atmospheric carbon 
dioxide in order to produce its products, however, 

different farming practices can lead to very 
different amounts of carbon capture. 

The Marin Carbon Project was highlighted to 
illustrate the measurement of a small change in 
responding to/from land management practices. 

The potential of riparian restoration was described 
in addition to windbreak/shelterbelt, hedgerow, 

silvopasture, prescribed grazing, conventional 
tillage to no-till, nutrient management, cover 
crops, grassed waterway, and alley cropping.  

The feasibility of carbon farming opportunities is 
being assessed. The co-benefits include 

opportunities in water holding capacities, 
increased grass production on rangeland, water 
quality improvement, and an increase in 

marketing potential.  

The key levers to get this work done include 
resources for implementation, “boots on the 
ground,” behavior change, and alignment on 
critical science and measurement needs.  

Brittany Jensen spoke on research conservation 
organizations doing this work. There are two 
resource conservation research districts (RCD) in 

Sonoma County that have developed carbon 
farming plans for 12 farms and ranches, six 
ranches, two dairies, three vineyards, and one 
orchard.  

Project tracking on these RCDs in the county and 
their work can found at: www.rcdprojects.org 

The big task at hand with the RCDs is connecting 
financial resource programs. These projects 

require a large up-front cost. 

Ms. Jensen illustrated examples of farms that have 
RCD plans, or are currently working on developing 
plans. Examples included Ocean Breeze Dairy and 
Jackson Family Wines/La Crema. 

Torri Estrada added that this work continues to be 
a part of the climate solution, to bring farmers to 

the table to discuss climate change and leverage 
relationships. 

Work is also ongoing with the universities to build 
carbon farming concepts that would bring the 
community and County together and also address 

the question of how to better communicate the 
work to the counties/states, i.e. building an 
institutional framework.  

Ms. Jensen displayed and explained the RCD 
website and project tracker for the plans being 

developed. This could be useful within a climate 
emergency mobilization, or included together as 
agriculture, mitigation, and adaption actions. 

Aleka Seville added the RCPA was asked to elevate 
sequestration to the decarbonization effort and 

that this should be supported countywide.  

Agriculture and grazing lands in Sonoma County 
can store 61 to 69 metric tons of carbon dioxide 
over time, which is a a conservative estimate. 

Ms. Jensen lastly stated the good news: we can 
meet the GHG reduction goals if we reduce 
emissions and invest in soil and working lands. 

http://www.rcdprojects.org/


The Climate Emergency Resolutions highlighted 
the urgency to act quickly.  

The committee further discussed the technical 
questions of barriers, permitting, and funding 
opportunities.  

7. Announcements   

Brant Arthur announced to the committee the 
2020 proposed advisory committee schedule for 
SCTA/RCPA.  

8. Adjourn 

The committee adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 

 


