
	
	

 

CLIMATE ACTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Notes of July 10th, 2020 

The SCTA/RCPA Business Office is closed, and this meeting was conducted entirely by teleconference 
pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-35-20, suspending certain 

requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act 

 

ITEM 

1. Introductions 

Meeting called to order at 11:31 p.m. by Brant 
Arthur. 

Committee Members: Amy Jolly; Bill Mattinson; 
Christopher Peck; Kerry Fugett; Judith Newton; 
Kevin Conway; Merrilyn Joyce; Pete Gang; Steve 
Birdlebough; Steve Pierce; Jane Elias. 

Guests: Gerald Glaser; Kendall Webster, Sonoma 
Land Trust; Logan Harvey, Mayor, City of Sonoma; 
D’Lynda Fischer, Vice-Mayor, City of Petaluma; 
Anita Migliore, Recology Sonoma-Marin; Aaron 
Daily; Natasha; Jeff Creque. 

Staff: Suzanne Smith; Brant Arthur; Tanya Narath; 
Drew Nichols. 

2. Public Comment 

N/A 

3. Administrative - Approval of prior meeting 
notes – April 10, 2020 

Steve Birdlebough moved for approval; Pete Gang 
seconded. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

4. Report-out from attendees  

Judith Newton reported on the installation of 75 
EV chargers in Cotati and commented on an issue 
of not fulfilling the terms of the grant due to not 
using the car as frequently given the impacts of the 
current time.  

Pete Gang reported on a recent meeting with the 
Climate Action Commission and commission 
members reconvened from their multiple ad hoc 
subcommittees to work on a framework for a 
climate emergency action plan. In the works is a 
community wide town hall and survey to establish 
a baseline of understanding of climate issues. 

Mr. Gang noted a frustration with the absence of a 
sense of emergency at the meeting. 

Kevin Conway reported on various meetings with 
no specifics to report at this time. 

Steve Birdlebough reported on his attendance at 
various meetings. 

When comparing VMT from last year with this year, 
Mr. Birdlebough noticed a reduction of 95% in VMT 
since Shelter in Place (SIP) orders.  

It remains unknown if Sonoma County will be able 
to hold onto that reduction moving forward and 
Mr. Birdlebough noted agreement that after the 
CERs were approved, other things seem to be 
pushing ahead and does not see public activity 
that furthers the efforts in addressing the crisis. 

Bill Mattinson announced to the committee that 
he will be stepping down as a committee member. 
The City of Sebastopol has issued an 
announcement for interested residents to apply to 
the committee. There has not been any interest 
yet, so if there is a potential candidate in 
Sebastopol to contact the City Clerk and/or 
Councilmember Sarah Gurney. 



Steve Pierce reported on efforts to encourage 
residents in Sebastopol to join the committee. The 
City is going to be taking up their climate action 
subcommittee later this month to extend the 
application process for another couple weeks.  

Mayor Logan Harvey reported the City of Sonoma 
has passed a Climate Emergency Resolution and 
are developing a climate committee that will be 
made up of two council members.  

The City is also continuing to work with the half-
time environmental staff member, who is doing an 
overview of organic waste for improvements and 
looking at recycling.  

A digital workplan is in development to identify 
high value actions that can be made to reduce 
GHG and VMT in City of Sonoma. 

Furthermore, the City Council approved an 
ordinance related to the UBG to be placed on the 
ballot in November. 

Christopher Peck reported on the energy retrofit of 
his home. The retrofit is almost complete with the 
crowning achievement of a reflective metal roof on 
the house.  

Mr. Peck has noticed how much easier it is to keep 
the house cool during the hot weather. 

Kerry Fugett reported on the overlap and 
understanding with the social justice movement 
and how to collectively amplify the climate work 
to break down barriers. 

The Climate Center’s Eco to School program will 
be moved to Daily Acts and, additionally, Daily 
Acts has distributed garden kits to Latino 
community members with education materials 
around the importance of food security to bridge 
the narrative of carbon sequestration.  

5. Sonoma County 2030 Climate Emergency 
Mobilization 

Tanya Narath presented on the 2030 Climate 
Emergency Mobilization Strategy (CEMS). 

This is a working draft and is based on the work by 
Aleka Seville and other county leaders to look at 
what it is going to take to meet climate 
emergency.  

In 2016, the RCPA released the 2020 Climate Action 
and Beyond Plan to meet the 2020 reduction 
targets. In light of the climate emergency, nine of 
the ten Sonoma County jurisdictions, plus RCPA, 
have passed a Climate Emergency Resolution 
(CER).  

As part of RCPA’s CER, the RCPA Board of Directors 
have directed staff to develop the 2030 CEMS. 

Staff is seeking feedback from stakeholders and 
the community to help shape and inform the 
framework moving forward.  

The overall strategy was described. The goal is to 
achieve carbon neutrality in Sonoma County no 
later than 2030.  

The guiding principles prioritize equitable 
outcomes, connect with local priorities, identify 
and advocate for regional and state level policy 
solutions, and develop internal communications 
and coordination structures.  

The approach is a countywide action with an 
interest to identify the high impact actions and 
measures to move the needle forward. There is a 
short list that identifies these high impact 
strategies. 

The ten-year emergency policy package includes 
decarbonization, carbon sequestration, and 
resilience and Ms. Narath described these sections.  



Decarbonization goals includes zero organics to 
landfill by 2030, carbon natural home, and the 
Green New Deal for Housing. 

In regards to transportation, 60% of total 
emissions in Sonoma County come from 
transportation. The strategies include EV access 
for all (noting an emphasis “For All”), a focus on a 
bikeable Sonoma County campaign, and the 
development of a VMT Bank. 

Pete Gang commented on carbon neutral homes 
and that it is mislabeled given the conversations 
around all buildings. There are three steps 
involved: reducing energy demand, transitioning 
to all-electric, and making sure the electricity used 
is clean and renewable. 

Under bikeable, Mr. Gang spoke on the desire for a 
complete network of the bicycle lanes and 
pathways.  

Mr. Gang further expressed an interest for 
additional information on the VMT mitigation bank 
concept. 

Steve Birdlebough commented that even with 
100% purchases of new electric vehicles, 30-50% 
of the vehicles currently on the roadways are likely 
going to remain by 2030.  

Mr. Birdlebough wondered about the feasibility to 
reach carbon neutrality by 2030 and before this is 
presented as a goal, there needs to be some clear 
sense that it is not going to be another goal we fail 
to reach. 

Kevin Conway expressed agreement with the 
comments by Pete Gang and Steve Birdlebough 
and added that JFK set a goal to go to the moon 
without a roadmap on how to get there.  

Mr. Conway was happy with the goals set, and 
hopes to find a way to meet them.  

When talking about retrofitting houses to be all 
electric, and if that goal will include having solar 
panels, battery backup for homes that go all-
electric, Mr. Conway asked about discussions on 
funding to accomplish these goals. 

Kerry Fugett asked if the housing included 
construction, or post construction.  

Ms. Narath responded those details are still being 
worked on. 

Ms. Fugett further spoke on the location of the 
housing – if transportation expectations could 
potential be included if it in a rural area versus 
more centered areas – and on EV access.  

Steve Pierce noted agreement on the financing 
strategies are key to make this happen. There are 
plans on shelves with no action to fund. 

Gerald Glaser commented that what is missing is 
the infrastructure of the economy behind EVs and 
how to service EVs outside the dealerships.   

In the case of net zero homes, the problem was to 
train the contractors. Contractors don’t have the 
knowledge or motivation from contractors to sell 
environmentally solutions. 

Ms. Fugett spoke on the discussion questions in 
how to incorporate equity, suggesting it could be 
incorporated best if it is defined of greatest impact 
and used as a criteria for priorities.  

Mayor Logan Harvey commented on how to 
integrate equity, and the challenge with 
apartment rentals and how to make sure landlords 
have the access and knowledge to provide EV 
charging capabilities.  

When talking of equity and affordable housing, this 
concept can make or break the project given the 
costs.  



Steve Birdlebough commented on the fact that the 
cost of accomplishing these actions is not in 
anyone’s budget yet and supported exploring the 
idea of a mitigation bank so that it becomes 
cheaper to do it right than it is to do it wrong.  

Kevin Conway hoped there is coordination with 
the Climate Center and USDN, and if there are 
opportunities to learn from others. 

Bill Mattinson commented on where the money 
might come from to realize the projects. 

One thing regarding bicycles, there are no safe 
routes to go south from Sebastopol. One thing that 
could be done is if law enforcement came down 
hard on drivers who abused cyclist, and cyclists 
who do not obey traffic laws should be cited.  

Jane Elias commented on the equity piece and the 
importance of looking at these actions through the 
equity lens and appreciated the incorporation in 
the CEMS. 

Ms. Elias agreed with the comments heard, and 
accepted there are challenges to meet these goals. 
If we do not have the permitted agencies signing 
off, it is not going to do us any good. 

Anita Migliore commented on the decarbonization 
goal of zero organics by 2030 and that is one of the 
main goals Recology is working on to educate 
customers of recycling and composting.  

Ms. Narath added that RCPA has a membership 
with USDN on behalf of the county and have the 
ability to reach out the membership. 

Ms. Narath further presented on the remaining 
elements and strategies in the CEMS: Carbon 
Sequestration and Resilience (and adaption).  

These elements include developing a 
sequestration market, community education 
campaigns, and model micro grid communities. 

Staff is still planning to bring the Urban Land 
Institute Resilience Advisory Panel to implement 
priority recommendations to reduce economic 
and environmental impacts of future wildfires and 
power shut offs.  

Mr. Gang further commented on the goal of 
decarbonization in reducing the current emissions 
with the goal of ZNE does not solve the climate 
crisis – it only slows it down. The problem is what 
is already emitted in the climate system; most 
seem to think reducing emission is the main effort.  

Mr. Birdlebough spoke on the educational effort 
and the enforcement effort which is so broad and 
is present in many things that we do that we need 
a large commitment of manpower. This work can 
be seen with the sustainability officers in the 
jurisdictions.  

Gerald Glaser commented that sequestration is 
separate. If we are reducing what we are doing, 
that is not sequestration.   

Amy Jolly commented on the high level education 
objectives and wondered where the teeth are in 
this document – or where they are going to come 
from. 

Ms. Jolly wondered how what the plan is to engage 
civic leaders to take action on the 
recommendations and how to get this draft from 
recommendation into the culture of our cities and 
unincorporated areas in what we are doing instead 
of what we talking about. 

Ms. Narath further commented on the expectation 
on receiving additional input from the community 
groups and individuals over the next coming 
month. In the near term, staff envisions reviewing 
the framework with members and partners to 
solicit their thoughts and input, and how his 
strategy aligns with cities framework.   



Brant Arthur added a follow up call to focus on the 
structure of CER mobilization going forward will be 
held by looking at communities who have already 
put together strategies. 

Mr. Arthur opened for public comment. 

There were six emailed public comments related 
to this item, and they are included as Attachment 
A. Two of the comments, submitted by Roy Smith 
and Xinci Tan, requested to be read aloud. 

Their comments were read aloud to the 
committee. There were no other public comments 
on this item. 

Kevin Conway asked if there is an option to have 
NBOP or the Alliance for Just Recovery to sit on the 
future panel to assist us with equity and how to 
approach it.  

Mr. Arthur responded there is a representative 
from NBOP on the SCTA Citizen’s Advisory 
Committee. 

Steve Birdlebough commented that if we do not 
measure things, we do not know what we are 
doing.  

The measurements we know now come in late, i.e. 
GHG inventory data for 2018 is received in 2020. 
Mr. Birdlebough asked about updates on a 
quarter-by-quarter basis on how we are doing to 
achieve our goals. 

6. RCPA update on activities 

Tanya Narath briefly updated the committee on 
the 2018 GHG Inventory update.  

Ms. Narath acknowledged the challenge with 
receiving the data timely.   

There was an overall decrease of 13% in emission 
since 1990. Emissions have reduced slight, 
however not significantly overall.  

When we do the 2020 inventory, there is an 
anticipation of a decline given the pandemic, 
however a question of how that will look once the 
economy starts to reopen remains unknown. 

The key findings include a decline in building 
energy use, an increase in VMT emissions, and in 
terms of solid waste, there was an expectation to 
see an increase given the 2017 wildfires. However, 
that even though the total tonnage that went to 
the landfills increased, most of the debris was 
composed of ash.  

The results of the inventory will be useful for the 
development of the CEMS and what new or 
expanded programs will be needed to further meet 
the goals around emission reduction. 

A detailed presentation will be given the RCPA 
Board of Directors on July 13.  

Brant Arthur also announced a webinar that will 
be held to dive into more details on the inventory 
update. This webinar will be held on July 23. 

Kevin Conway asked for clarification on the 
increase in landfills, yet a decrease in emissions.  

Ms. Narath responded that there was an increase 
in the tonnage in the landfills, but was mostly ash 
post wildfire and ash does not produce emissions 
once they are in the landfills; the emissions are 
released during the burning of the materials and 
that data is unknown. 

7. Announcements 

The next CAAC meeting will be held on October 9, 
2020. 

8. Adjourn 

The committee adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 

 

 


