
	
	

 

The SCTA/RCPA Business Office is closed, and this meeting was conducted entirely by teleconference pursuant 
to the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-35-20, suspending certain requirements of 

the Ralph M. Brown Act 

Special - CLIMATE ACTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Notes of October 9th, 2020 

 

ITEM 

1. Introductions 

Meeting called to order at 11:31 p.m. by Brant 
Arthur. 

Committee Members: David Leland; Matt Metzler; 
Pete Gang; Steve Pierce; Jane Elias; Kevin Conway; 
Merrilyn Joyce; Steve Birdlebough; Kerry Fugett; 
Mitch Connor; Zeno Swijtink. 

Guests: Mark Mortensen; Elliot Pickett; BC Capps. 

Staff: Brant Arthur; Suzanne Smith; Tanya Narath; 
Drew Nichols. 

2. Public Comment 

Mark Mortenson introduced himself to the 
committee. 

3. Administrative - Approval of prior meeting 
notes – September 11, 2020 

Matt Metzler moved for approval; Kevin Conway 
seconded. The September 11, 2020 meeting notes 
were approved. 

4. Report-out from attendees  

Pete Gang announced there is an active group in 
Marin County with representatives currently 
advocating for Climate Emergency Resolutions in all 
of Marin’s jurisdictions. They are looking to us 
(RCPA/CAAC) for inspiration.  

Furthermore, the Petaluma Climate Action 
commission was cancelled.  

Mr. Gang further commented on the idea of a 
billboard along Highway 101 with a big climate 
message. 

Zeno Swijtink, a new member appointed from the 
City of Sebastopol, introduced himself and spoke on 
“Unraveling the Cycling City.”  

David Leland reported on the municipal greenhouse 
gas inventory for the City of Sonoma. The report is 
now in the public record and is available to be 
shared to anyone who is interested in reading the 
report.  

Elliott Pickett introduced himself to the committee. 

Kevin Conway announced that the City of Santa 
Rosa City Council is looking into a feasibility study 
for microgrids in the city. 

Kerry Fugett announced a survey for Petaluma’s 
General Plan is now available for residents. 

Ms. Fugett further spoke on carbon gardening and 
announced that the Eco to School program has now 
been transferred to Daily Acts 

Mark Mortensen commented on municipal 
microgrids in Santa Barbara and the Redwood Coast 
which will bring in key essential facilities. 

Merrilyn Joyce announced the City of Healdsburg is 
offering incremental rebates to affordable 
multifamily complexes to incentive highly efficient 
appliances, such as refrigerators, clothes washers, 
etc. 

The floating solar panels are also set to be activated 
by the end of the year. 



Ms. Joyce further announced various TED talks on 
climate action.  

Steve Pierce announced the selection of residents 
for Sebastopol’s Climate Action sub-committee.  

As well, the City of Albany will be asking its 
residents to approve a utility user tax increase, of 
which one-third of the tax will go to climate efforts. 

Steve Birdlebough announced that the City of Santa 
Rosa is embarking on projects in the downtown 
area as a result of the downtown stationary 
planning effort.  

Mr. Birdlebough noted that builders have shown 
interest in reducing parking spaces per living unit. 

5. Discussion on the status of working group to 
develop the Climate Emergency Mobilization 
Strategy  

Tanya Narath provided background on the work 
completed since the last meeting, recalling the plan 
to convene working groups. 

In terms of the groups that have met, and still to 
meet, Staff has met to discuss building 
decarbonization strategies, transportation 
strategies related to mode shift, and identifying the 
connection with the Comprehensive Transportation 
Plan. 

The sequestration group has been separated into 
two sub-groups the looks at rural and urban 
strategies. 

Ms. Narath further outlined all the changes made to 
each category – All Electric Building Campaign, 
Carbon-Free Electricity, Drive Less Sonoma County 
Campaign, Countywide Carbon Sequestration 
Campaign, Green Communities for All, Energy Grid 
for the Future, Climate Resilient Sonoma County, 
and Equity, and Climate in All Policies - in the Ten-
Year Emergency Policy Package. 

Pete Gang commented in the realm of building, 
often the discussions are about building 
decarbonization. Rather, most of the effort is on 
building “de-methanization.” 

Mr. Gang asked if municipal emissions are known as 
part of the whole, stating that San Rafael has a 
municipal emission rate of 1%. 

Ms. Narath responded that an inventory to that 
level has not been conducted, however would 
imagine the emissions are consistent with San 
Rafael and can look at the municipal inventory done 
for Sonoma (city) as well.  

Kevin Conway commented that municipal 
contributions are low, the idea is very much on the 
front burner of Santa Rosa City Council.  

Seven organizations have submitted proposals for 
doing this feasibility study and Mr. Conway was 
wondering if RCPA will be in 
communication/support with Climate Action Sub-
committee.  

Ms. Narath responded that RCPA has been meeting 
with Santa Rosa staff, and the comment is a good 
reminder to continue the discussions.  

Steve Pierce asked if there is a sense that if we did 
these actions, would our goals be met. 

Ms. Narath responded that an in-depth analysis on 
the strategies is not possible between now and 
December, but based on the information we 
already have, there is comfort with estimating 
success. 

Kerry Fugett commented on singular and 
unintentional impacts and suggested a second line 
that can talk about decreasing inequity disparities in 
our vulnerable communities. 

Zeno Swijtink commented on the County’s General 
Plan update, wondering how are we interfacing 



with the zoning obstacles to understand better land 
use and city planning.  

Furthermore, regarding the financial part of the 
plan, Mr. Swijtink asked about the tax base being an 
indication for how people spent their money and 
impacted GHG emissions. 

Ms. Narath responded that the magnitude of costs 
and the funding schemes will be examined in the 
next piece to study.  

Staff are also in communication with the County as 
they work on their General Plan update. 

Feedback will be continued to be collected and 
incorporated in the document. Ms. Narath 
announced the updated document will be posted 
online and made available to committee. 

6. Presentation on the September – December 
Outreach Strategy for the CEMS 

Brant Arthur discussed the public outreach strategy 
for the Climate Emergency Mobilization with the 
committee. 

Mr. Arthur described the goals set of the public 
outreach which include building positive awareness 
of the CEMS, support for the development, building 
support for future phases, increase in collaboration 
and aligning efforts, and engaging frontline 
communities to ensure equity is built in from the 
beginning. 

The strategies for a social media campaign and use 
of the RCPA website were described to the 
committee. Ideas include opportunities to 
participate, climate actions one can take at home, 
and promoting local stories of those who have 
taken climate actions. 

Kerry Fugett suggested to name the agricultural 
communities as part of the audiences. 

Mr. Arthur further spoke on the survey that is being 
developed. The sample questions were displayed to 
the committee. 

Pete Gang commented on the absence of a sense of 
an “emergency” in these actions listed.  

Zeno Swijtink agreed that there is an absence of an 
emergency and that the actions listed could have 
been done five years ago. It’s not a question of how 
big it is, but rather the tone tapping into the present 
climate anxiety calling for action from the 
community. 

Matt Metzler added the marketing pieces needs to 
have a social media component.  

Mr. Gang added to start with giving updates and/or 
information on the climate crisis, and then following 
with a question.  

Mr. Zeno Swijtink added to think about how the 
data from the survey will be used, why asking these 
questions, etc. before promoting it to the 
community. 

Ms. Fugett asked about the goals and the vision for 
the survey.  

Mr. Arthur responded that if we look at these ideas 
in the next year as we begin to bring these ideas to 
reality, we will need a wider audience to provide 
feedback. Right now, there is also an interest to 
have a sense of those who may want to be involved 
on this work. 

Mr. Arthur further displayed the logo and tag lines 
selected for climate mobilization; one has not been 
selected. 

Mr. Arthur requested feedback from the committee 
on the logos presented.  

Mr. Gang and Kevin Conway noted that 
“Emergency” is absent and should be included in 
the tag line. 



Ms. Fugett suggested to have “Equity” in the name, 
citing Oakland’s Equitable Climate Action Plan. 

David Leland commented on the need to keep the 
name short and to the point. 

The committee discussed the perceptions of 
emergency, crisis, hazards in ringing alarm bells 
regarding climate action. 

7. RCPA update on activities 

Tanya Narath announced that BayREN has a new 
microloan program that offers loans up to $2,500 at 
zero percent interest.  

Brant Arthur reported on a series of EV101 
testimonials from those who have electric vehicles.  

8. Announcements 

The next CAAC meeting is scheduled for November 
13 at 11:30 AM. 

9. Adjourn 

The committee adjourned at 1:14 p.m. 


